CHAPTER VIII.

OPERATIONS AGAINST DACOIT8.

IT is now necessary to turn to the operations against tlie bands
of marauders which, were the only enemy left in the neighbourhood
of Prome after the Burmese army disappeared at the beginning of
the revolution.

Parties of these lawless freebooters sprung up in all directions,
and were in some cases, owing to their numbers and resolution,
dangerous opponents. The Bassein district, which was overrun
by dacoits, was successfully cleared by the Commissioner, Captain
Fytche, with the help of a small local force which he raised for this
purpose, but a dacoit named Myat Tun, who commanded a large
following, gave us a considerable amount of trouble before he was
finally subdued.

This man had won for himself an all-powerful name in Donubyn
(the scene of Bandula's death in the first war) and its vicinity. He
Captain Loch's expedition had captured our boats in their progress
against Myat Tun.         np and down stream, and had proved him-

self so dangerous to our tranports that it was deemed necessary
to send a considerable force against him. The expedition for
this purpose consisted of 185 seamen, 62 marines, and 300 of
the 67th Bengal Native Infantry, the whole under the command of
Captain Loch, C.B., E.IST. Leaving Rangoon at the beginning of
February, Captain Loch found on arrival at Donubyu that all the
creeks had been staked and rendered unnavigable by the enemy.
He consequently decided to abandon his boats and make an inland
march.

After proceeding twenty-five miles through thick jungle without
coming across any trace of the enemy, the column arrived at a
nullah, partly filled with water, and with precipitous sides about
thirty feet high. The road along which they had advanced through
the jungle was at this point only broad enough for two men to
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